i Answering Clinical Questions

Search Strategy

Consider pre-appraised
evidence sources-3,4,7

Should you use a
meta-search engine?-6,8

Web-sites resources
Add to your bookmarks

I. National Electronic Library for Health Type of question

Intervention

www.nelh.nhs.uk/
2. Cochrane library
www.nelh.nhs.uk/cochrane.asp

3. Evidence Based medicine

Www.ebm.bmjjournals.com/ e - " N
4. Clinical Evidence l

v

@ Database of Abstracts of effectiveness

www.clinicalevidence.com/
5. PubMed DARE-2

www.pubmed.gov/ |

] v
6. SumSearch [
Controlled trials register
www.sumsearch.uthscsa.edu/ eview CENTIRAL-Z

7. Bandolier
www.ebandolier.com/

8. Trip database @
www.tripdatabase.com/ l
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No RCTs —» PubMed Clinical
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Clinical question

Patient Problem
Describe the ones that you come into contact with and are relevant to your practice.

Intervention

Interventions can be types of dressings, drug therapies, placebos or counselling. Also they can

be about the provision of differing environmental factors or deal with the way in which information is
given to patients. They can also be diagnostic tests.

Comparison Intervention
This can be a standard therapy, though it may also be no intervention a placebo or an alternative
treatment, exposure or diagnostic test.

Outcomes

Make a distinction between the outcome which is relevant to your patient or problem and the
outcome measures deployed in studies. Spend some time working out exactly what outcome is
important to you, your patient, and the time-frame which is appropriate.

For tips and downloads visit the Centre for Evidence Based Medicine - www.cebm.net/




